
Spain & Portugal: Tapas & Traditions 2026
Find me… sipping port by the Douro in Porto, riding yellow trams through Lisbon’s
winding hills, basking in Seville’s orange-scented courtyards and wandering the
Alhambra’s Moorish arches in Granada. 

Trip notes for Spain & Portugal: Tapas & Traditions 2026



About your trip notes
These trip notes contain everything you need to know before your trip departs – from
where to meet your Topdeck fam to what we suggest you bring.

Read them on the train, in the supermarket queue or on the loo – we don’t mind, just
look through them carefully so you know what to expect on your trip. We recommend
you download this document so it’s with you when you travel (and give a copy to your
MVPs so they know what you’re up to).

IMPORTANT: please refresh this doc as close to your departure as possible. This means
you’ll have the most up-to-date info available.

Porto @ 18:00

Porto

 

Barcelona @ 09:00

Barcelona

Worth noting
Heads up! Due to last-minute closures or private events, the parts of the Alhambra you
visit might vary depending on your departure date. 

Fancy the optional Portuguese tile painting activity on Day 4? If you’re arriving in Lisbon
on a Friday, you’ll have a chance to get creative on Day 3 instead – right after your
included tuk tuk tour!
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Included activities

Walking tour of Porto

Port tasting experience

Tuk tuk tour of Lisbon

Walking tour of Seville

Walking tour of Granada

Guided tour of the Alhambra
fortress

Madrid walk and taste tour

Guided tour of the Sagrada Familia

Walking tour of Barcelona’s Gothic
Quarter

Trip options

Wine pairing and dinner in
traditional Mercearia: from €52

•

Tile painting experience in Lisbon:
from €55

•

Food tour of Lisbon: from €80•

Pastel de Nata baking class in
Lisbon: from €52

•

Tapas tour of Madrid: from €80•
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Currencies you'll use

Portugal - EUR• Spain - EUR•
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Your itinerary
Day 1 | Porto (Portugal)
Your first taste of Portugal. 

Olá, Porto: tonight’s all about settling in and meeting your fellow travellers. After
checking in, follow your Trip Leader into the golden-lit streets for a welcome dinner that
will set the pace for the two weeks ahead. You’ll dig into hearty northern Portuguese
dishes, have the chance to sip on some local wine, and take time to get to know the
comrades who’ll be sharing the road with you. Porto cooks with soul, and tonight you’ll
understand why. 
Your Inclusions

 

Accommodation

Hotel Cliphotel Porto (or
similar)

Meals

Dinner+
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Day 2 | Porto
These streets are made for walking. 

Walk this way: this morning, lace up and follow your Trip Leader through Porto’s
medieval streets and crooked alleyways. Think soaring Porto Cathedral, the gilded
Palácio da Bolsa, the Gothic arches of San Francisco Church and the azulejos (ceramic
tiles) at São Bento Station that could fill your entire iPhone storage. 

A toast to tradition: later, sip your way through an included port wine tasting –
because you can’t come to Porto and not try the city’s namesake (which is fruity, sweet
and deceptively strong). Still thirsty? Head to a tucked-away mercearia where the
tavern below serves wine, food and family stories straight from the heart. This is
Portugal, poured. 
Your Inclusions

  

Accommodation

Hotel Cliphotel Porto (or
similar)

Activities

Walking tour of Porto+
Port tasting
experience 

+

Meals

Breakfast+

Your options

Wine pairing and dinner in traditional Mercearia: from €52 •
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Day 3 | Porto – Lisbon
Lisbon, rolling in. 

Tuk tuk takeover: after arriving in the capital, get whisked from your hotel on a tuk tuk
tour of Lisbon’s old town. Rumble through cobbled lanes, past pastel-painted houses,
tiled façades and laundry swaying from the balconies. Your driver knows the shortcuts
and scenic stops – from secret miradouros (viewpoints) to neighbourhoods buzzing
with cafés and street art. Call it a crash course in Lisbon life, minus the crash, and with
a lot more fun. 
Your Inclusions

  

Accommodation

Hostel Room00 Lisboa (or
similar)

Activities

Tuk tuk tour of Lisbon+

Meals

Breakfast+
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Day 4 | Lisbon
Lisbon, your way. 

Make it yours: today’s free for exploring – linger in leafy squares, hop between
pastelarias (an old-style café) for pastéis de nata (those famous custard tarts), or let
yourself get lost in Alfama’s maze of cobbled lanes, where the sound of fado
(traditional Portuguese music) drifts from tiny taverns, and unexpected viewpoints
open onto the glittering Tagus River. 

Get crafty: fancy something a little creative this morning? There’s an optional
Portuguese tile painting class on the cards where you’ll learn traditional techniques
and decorate two tiles. The perfect trip souvenirs!  

Hungry for more: dive fork-first into a Lisbon food tour. You’re guaranteed to roll home
happy. 
Your Inclusions

 

Accommodation

Hostel Room00 Lisboa (or
similar)

Meals

Breakfast+

Your options

Tile painting experience in Lisbon: from €55•
Food tour of Lisbon: from €80•
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Day 5 | Lisbon
History on a plate. 

Classic hits: this one’s yours to shape. You could ride the rattling yellow Tram 28 before
the crowds, passing the Sé Cathedral and sweeping river views, before wandering
around the Doll Hospital – a whimsical nook that restores dolls – and MAAT, Lisbon’s
striking riverside museum of art and futuristic design. 

Sweet rewards: climb São Jorge Castle for skyline views and a lesson in Moorish
history, then refuel at Manteigaria – home of Lisbon’s most addictive custard tarts
(yes, we know you ate four yesterday, but there’s always room for more). Or why not
have a go at making some yourself during an optional morning Pastel de Nata
masterclass and tasting in Belém? Later, there’s a group dinner to compare custard
tart conquests.  
Your Inclusions

 

Accommodation

Hostel Room00 Lisboa (or
similar)

Meals

Breakfast+
Dinner+

Your options

Pastel de Nata baking class in Lisbon: from €52•
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Day 6 | Lisbon – Seville (Spain)
Seville, here we come. 

Road to Spain: today’s a travel day as we cross the border from Portugal into Spain.
Stock up on snacks, queue the playlists and watch the landscapes shift. 

Orange skies: by the time we reach Andalusia’s capital, you’ll be itching to stretch your
legs under Seville’s sunset glow. The big sights start tomorrow – tonight, take a slow
paseo (that’s Spanish for stroll) through Santa Cruz’s jasmine-scented lanes or settle
into a tapas bar for your first taste of the city. 
Your Inclusions

 

Accommodation

StepHouse Sevilla
Carande (or similar)

Meals

Breakfast+

Day 7 | Seville
Seville, centre stage. 

Walk this way: this morning your Trip Leader will show off Seville’s showstoppers – from
Plaza de España, where each tiled alcove tells a story of Spain’s provinces (and a Star
Wars cameo), to the riverside Torre del Oro with its legends of New World gold. With
rooftop views from Las Setas, hidden patios like Casa de Pilatos and tales of flamenco
legends in Triana, you’ll soon see why Seville steals hearts. 

Choose your own adventure: later, the day is yours to play with. Step into royal
splendour at the Real Alcázar (but you’ll need to book ahead), hop on a boat along the
Guadalquivir or gaze up inside Catedral de Santa María de la Sede – the world’s
largest Gothic cathedral. And to top it all off – quite literally – why not hunt out a
rooftop restaurant to finish your first full day in Seville, where the city’s spires sparkle
just for you. 
Your Inclusions

  

Accommodation

StepHouse Sevilla
Carande (or similar)

Activities

Walking tour of Seville+

Meals

Breakfast+

Small group trips packed with more



Day 8 | Seville – Granada
Granada, with secrets to spare. 

Streets with stories: after arriving in Granada, lace up and join your Trip Leader for a
wander through the cobbled lanes of this rhythmic city. Pass the cathedral and Royal
Chapel, where monarchs rest, then meander through the Alcaicería – where Granada’s
silk-trading past meets today’s lively labyrinth of crafts and curiosities. 

Moorish magic: climb into the Albaicín, Granada’s old Moorish quarter, where
whitewashed houses and flower-filled balconies frame incredible Alhambra views.
With flamenco music drifting through the air, it’s easy to imagine yourself striding
through Granada like a matador, cape optional, flair absolutely required. As night falls,
settle in for your included dinner in Granada, a feast of vibrant flavours, aromatic
spices and the lively soundtrack of the city’s evening buzz. 
Your Inclusions

  

Accommodation

Hostel TOC Granada (or
similar)

Activities

Walking tour of
Granada

+

Meals

Breakfast+
Dinner+
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Day 9 | Granada
Follow in a sultan’s footsteps. 

Alhambra unlocked: today you've got a guided walk through the Alhambra –
Granada’s crown jewel and UNESCO World Heritage Site. Meander through ornate
palaces, duck into delicate courtyards, and soak up the Generalife gardens – sultans
once walked here, now it’s your turn. 

History, etched in stone: here, every surface tells a story. There’s swooping Arabic
calligraphy, intricate tiles, and fountains murmuring centuries of secrets. You could
stare at one wall for hours and still spot something new – this palace is basically a
visual treasure chest. Then wrap up your first day in Granada with a sweet bite of
piononos (a delicious sponge cake) or a tapas crawl through the city. 
Your Inclusions

  

Accommodation

Hostel TOC Granada (or
similar)

Activities

Guided tour of the
Alhambra fortress

+

Meals

Breakfast+

Day 10 | Granada – Madrid
Palaces fit for a king (or queen). 

Plazas and palaces: today you’re zooming north and rolling into Spain’s capital. After
check-in, your Trip Leader will take you on a whistle-stop walking tour, with tasty treats
along the way to get your bearings (and your appetite) sorted. You’ll tick off the
Palacio Real, the Cathedral de Santa María, Plaza de la Villa and the lively Plaza Mayor,
before wrapping up the day with delicious tastings. All the bites, all the buzz.  
Your Inclusions

  

Accommodation

Hostel Latroupe Madrid
Prado (or similar)

Activities

Madrid walk and taste
tour

+

Meals

Breakfast+
Lunch+
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Day 11 | Madrid
Madrid, your way. 

Art or air: spend your morning soaking up masterpieces at the Prado or Reina Sofía, or
stretch out in the leafy calm of El Retiro Park. Then wander Gran Vía, Madrid’s very own
Broadway, brimming with theatres and shops where it’s impossible not to loosen the
purse strings a little. Don’t forget to snap the Royal Palace while you’re there –
grandeur *never* goes out of style. 

Tapas temptations: tonight, join an optional tapas tour for an evening of nibbling,
sipping and uncovering Madrid’s hidden foodie gems. The city is yours to enjoy – eat,
drink and be merry. 
Your Inclusions

 

Accommodation

Hostel Latroupe Madrid
Prado (or similar)

Meals

Breakfast+

Your options

Tapas tour of Madrid: from €80•
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Day 12 | Madrid – Barcelona
Spirals and stained glass. 

Gaudí magic: this morning, you’re heading for Catalonia’s capital. Here a local guide
will fill you in on Gaudi’s Sagrada Familia – part cathedral, part fever dream. Marvel at
the twisting, organic columns that feel like a forest frozen in stone, the kaleidoscope of
stained glass that turns sunlight into rainbow streams, and the quirky details tucked
into every corner, from insects to angels.  

Later, your way: with a free evening in Barcelona, the city is yours to explore. Grab a
cocktail on a rooftop terrace and watch the city lights twinkle, hunt down the quirkiest
tapas bars in El Born or stroll along the sparkling waterfront at Barceloneta. The night is
young, the streets are alive and Barcelona is ready to show you its playful side. 
Your Inclusions

  

Accommodation

Hostel Room00 Casa
Gracia (or similar)

Activities

Guided tour of the
Sagrada Familia  

+

Meals

Breakfast+
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Day 13 | Barcelona
Barcelona, bite by bite. 

Gothic gems: join your Trip Leader for a guided wander through the winding streets of
the Gothic Quarter. Think medieval squares, hidden courtyards and weathered walls
that have seen it all. Along the way, you’ll follow your taste buds through Mercat de
Santa Caterina, sampling jamón, cheeses, croquettes and olives. Who needs a formal
lunch when the city itself is serving up a tasting menu? 

Evening delights: wrap up your last night with an included dinner (and probably more
friendly food envy). Third included meal today? Perfect excuse to indulge – it is your
grand finale after all. 
Your Inclusions

  

Accommodation

Hostel Room00 Casa
Gracia (or similar)

Activities

Walking tour of
Barcelona’s Gothic
Quarter

+

Meals

Breakfast+
Lunch+
Dinner+

Day 14 | Barcelona
Barcelona, adios. 

Last morning: after breakfast, it’s time for farewells. Take one last stroll, sip a final
Spanish coffee and let the city sink in before wrapping up an incredible two weeks.
With memories – and maybe a few ceramics from Seville, hand-painted tiles from
Granada or a to-go bottle of local sherry – packed, the adventure closes… for now. 
Your Inclusions

Meals

Breakfast+
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Travel advice
Finances

Changing money

Cash: Foreign money can be changed at
banks, airports, some railway and tube
stations, and at major hotels (though at a less
favourable rate).

Credit cards: Visa and MasterCard are widely
accepted. American Express is only accepted
in some larger establishments.

Cash machines: ATMS are widely available.

Tipping

Basically: it’s not
necessary. 

Your Trip Leader don’t
expect tips, and they
won’t ask for any either.
Meaning? More dollar to
spend on optional
activities (and a souvenir
for your nan).

Topdeck app
Locked in your next adventure? It's time to download the Topdeck Travel app and get
REAL excited! It’s like that organised mate who keeps everything in check, leaving you
to enjoy allll the vibes completely hassle-free. Think: a fun trip countdown clock and
full access to Your Topdeck Experience (including Local Lowdown Maps featuring
awesome local recs for specific cities). Plus, your day-by-day itinerary at your
fingertips. Nice!

 

Topdeck eSIM
Stay connected on the road and save $$$ on roaming fees with a Topdeck eSIM — your
travel bestie for instant data wherever the adventure takes you. You can snag yours in
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https://apps.apple.com/app/topdeck-travel/id6481239924
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.mobitronica.topdeck_app


just a few clicks via this site and be all set before take-off.

If you’d rather rely on Wi-Fi, no stress! Most of the places we stay offer it for free (except
in the middle of the Sahara Desert or while sailing on a felucca down the Nile… obvs).
And when you’re out exploring, heaps of restaurants and cafés will happily hook you up
with Wi-Fi when you grab a bite or a drink.

Insurance
Before your trip departs, it’s compulsory for all passengers to take out comprehensive
travel insurance covering cancellation, medical expenses (including repatriation), loss
or damage to baggage and personal belongings, money and personal liability.  

Head to our FAQs for more info here.

Got more Qs? Chat with our Customer Service team.

Passports and visas
Please make sure your passport is valid for at least six months after the last day of your
trip. Some countries will refuse entry if you do not have at least six months validity
remaining on your passport after your departure date. Depending on your nationality,
you may require a visa to enter certain countries.

It is your responsibility to obtain visas prior to your trip’s departure. To determine which
visas you’ll need, you can consult either your own government’s website or the
government websites of the countries in which you will be travelling.

PLEASE NOTE: some visas can take up to six weeks to acquire, so don’t leave it until the
last minute. Also, bear in mind that the validity of a visa often runs from its date of
issue rather than the date of entry into the country. Please check with the appropriate
embassy/embassies prior to departure, as requirements do change periodically.
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https://topdeck.celitech.com/
https://www.topdeck.travel/resources/faqs
https://www.topdeck.travel/about-us/contact


Mental health and wellbeing
Culture shock, homesickness, random periods of feeling down – these things happen
and are totally normal. You can rest assured that if you’re feeling low, your Topdeck
crew will do their utmost to cheer you up.

Measures you can take to look after your mental health and wellbeing while on the
road with us are:

Call home. Sometimes it’s nice to hear a familiar voice and have a good old-
fashioned catch up with your loved ones

•

Eat well. Never underestimate the power of a good, wholesome meal. Nobody feels
at their best when they’re hungry!

•

Drink responsibly. Not only will you swerve the dreaded hangover, but by keeping an
eye on what you drink you could also avoid getting into any potentially
uncomfortable situations

•

Talk to your Trip Leader. Don’t forget, they’re probably far from home too – so they’re
sure to know some tried- and-tested ways to beat the blues

•

Integrate with your fellow Topdeckers. This one is key! The more fun you’re having on
your trip, the less likely you are to feel homesick (fact!)

•

Night out
We love a good night out – experiencing the nightlife and entertainment places have
to offer is a big part of travelling. But alongside the fun it’s important to be aware of
your surroundings and personal safety.

When you’re out late, remember to avoid walking alone – particularly through
deserted areas like beaches and back streets. Always stick together, take a registered
taxi where possible, and keep a note of your accommodation so you can find your way
back to your fellow Topdeckers if you become separated. Make sure you have your trip
mates’ mobile numbers in case you need to get hold of them while out and about.
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In some countries, alcoholic measures can be considerably larger than what you may
be used to. Try to keep track of what you’re drinking – and if you see one of your trip
mates looking a little worse for wear, take them back to your accommodation. Never
leave your drink unattended.

It’s also important to be aware that what you might consider harmless flirting may be
interpreted differently in some countries. Be yourself and have fun, but stay savvy –
you don’t want to find yourself in an uncomfortable situation.

Drug use
Topdeck has a strict zero-tolerance drug policy. Customers should not bring any illegal
substances onto the Topdeck coach or into any of the accommodation we stay in on
our trips. This includes marijuana – even if it is legal in some of the states your trip
passes through. If you are found in possession of drugs, you will be removed from the
trip immediately. All instances of drug possession will be reported to Topdeck Head
Office, who may consider alerting the relevant authorities.

REMEMBER: if you are found in possession of drugs, you risk getting in trouble with the
local police.

Respecting fellow travellers
Our trips are for everyone. We’re a family – and we want every Topdecker to have an
incredible time.

What we’re not about is excluding people or making them feel like they don’t belong.
That’s why we always encourage Topdeckers to be kind and courteous to their fellow
tripmates. The golden rules? Respect each other’s space, be mindful of causing
excessive noise in shared accommodation, and treat others how you’d wish to be
treated. Easy! 

 

How to be a responsible traveller 
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Responsible travel isn’t difficult to achieve. With a little conscious thought and
preparation, you can have an awesome adventure  AND a positive impact on the
places you visit. Sweet!

Here are five things you can do to ensure you’re travelling responsibly: 
Conserve water. You know the drill – reuse your room  towels, take short showers and
remember to turn off the tap when you’re brushing your teeth

•

Reduce your waste. Ditch the plastic bag, refuse unnecessary packaging, dispose of
your waste responsibly and recycle as much as possible

•

Go local. Hunt down locally owned and operated restaurants and bars, shop in local
markets, and book tours and activities run by local guides

•

Consider the wildlife. Avoid any attractions that involve closely engaging with wild
animals

•

Respect local people and culture. Obeying local laws is a given – but also remember
to dress and behave in a manner appropriate to the community. Be polite and keep
an open mind!

•
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What to Pack
Based on our experience, these items are key. Everyone’s different though – so if you
want to bring more or less, go for it (as long as you don’t exceed your 20kg allowance,
that is!).

Off to Japan? Your luggage must be no bigger than 160cm in total (height x width x
length). So maybe leave the hairdryer at home.

Psst: this is a packing list for Topdeck trips in general. Obv you’d look silly splashing
around the Greek islands in a snowsuit.

Clothing
Shirts/T-shirts Sweaters/jumpers Jeans/trousers

Shorts/skirts Warm jacket Rainproof jacket

Underwear Socks Swimwear

Smart casual evening
wear

Comfortable walking
shoes

Thongs/jandals/flip-
flops

Other essentials
Towel Toiletries Hat

Sunscreen Adaptor plug Reusable water bottle

Snow gear Basic medical kit
(plasters, aspirin etc)
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FAQs

Do I need to provide any personal details for the
Alhambra tour?  

On Day 9 of the trip, we’ll enjoy a guided tour of the spectacular Alhambra,
one of Spain’s most iconic landmarks. The tickets sell out quickly, so we’ll
need your full passport details, including your middle name, at least six
months before departure to secure your booking.

 
That's everything!

 We can't wait to smush your face. Well, we won't do that exactly, but the sentiment is
there.
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