
Greece & Turkey: Temples & Tides 2026
Find me... sipping coffee in sunlit squares in Athens, paddling through turquoise bays
in Fethiye, nibbling flaky banitsa in Sofia’s winding streets, and weaving through
Istanbul’s Grand Bazaar. 

Trip notes for Greece & Turkey: Temples & Tides 2026



About your trip notes
These trip notes contain everything you need to know before your trip departs – from
where to meet your Topdeck fam to what we suggest you bring.

Read them on the train, in the supermarket queue or on the loo – we don’t mind, just
look through them carefully so you know what to expect on your trip. We recommend
you download this document so it’s with you when you travel (and give a copy to your
MVPs so they know what you’re up to).

IMPORTANT: please refresh this doc as close to your departure as possible. This means
you’ll have the most up-to-date info available.

Athens @ 18:00

Athens

 

Athens @ 18:00

Athens

Small group trips packed with more



Included activities

Walking tour of Athens with Trip
Leader

Walking tour of Rhodes with Trip
Leader

Walking tour of Fethiye with Trip
Leader

Boat trip with freshly prepared lunch
on deck

Visit Saklikent National Park

Visit Pamukkale

Visit Hierapolis

Visit the ruins of Pergamon and Troy

Visit ANZAC Cove

Walking tour of Istanbul with Trip
Leader

Guided tour of the Blue Mosque

Guided tour of Grand Bazaar and
Spice Bazaar

Walking tour of Sofia with Trip
Leader

Walking tour of Thessaloniki with
Trip Leader

Guided tour of the ruins of Delphi

Honey tasting in Itea

Trip options

Traditional Greek cooking class:
prices available locally

•

Local Greek wine tasting: prices
available locally

•

Full-day excursion to Lindos Village:
prices available locally

•

Visit the ruins of Ephesus: prices
available locally

•

Visit the Basilica Cistern: prices
available locally

•

Food tour with traditional tastings:
prices available locally

•

Bike tour of Thessaloniki: prices
available locally

•

Currencies you'll use

Greece - EUR•
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Your itinerary
Day 1 | Athens (Greece)
First bite of Athens. 

Start with a bang: arrive in Athens and head straight to a local tavern where the
welcome dinner will be ready and waiting. Your Trip Leader will be on hand to spill the
inside scoop on the neighbourhood, share stories of Cycladic artisans who made this
hidden corner their home, reveal why locals leave tiny shoes on statues as secret
wishes and introduce you to the flavours and tales of your first night in the city. You’ll
be tucking into classic Greek dishes, full of flavour.  This is your chance to dive fork-first
into Athens like a local. 
Your Inclusions

 

Accommodation

Candia Hotel (or similar) 

Meals

Dinner+
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Day 2 | Athens – Overnight Ferry
Streets, stories and a splash of adventure. 

See it your way: join your Trip Leader for a two-hour guided stroll through Athens,
taking in highlights like the Panathenaic Stadium (home of the first modern Olympic
Games), Syntagma Square and the Temple of Olympian Zeus. Keen to see more after
the tour’s wrapped up? Meander through Anafiotika, a tiny maze of whitewashed
houses clinging to the hillside. Athens is your playground today, so explore it your way. 

Overnight adventures: hop aboard the ferry to Rhodes and settle in for a scenic ride.
Watch the sun set over the Aegean as you dig into an included dinner, spot tiny islands
drifting by and let the gentle rocking of the boat lull you toward an adventurous night’s
sleep. 
Your Inclusions

  

Accommodation

Overnight Ferry

Activities

Walking tour of Athens
with Trip Leader

+

Meals

Breakfast+
Dinner+
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Day 3 | Overnight Ferry – Rhodes
Knights, narrow lanes and sun-soaked squares. 

Step back in time: join your Trip Leader for a stroll through Rhodes Town, weaving down
cobbled streets past towering gates, medieval walls and the grand Palace of the
Grand Master. You’ll hear juicy tales of scheming knights, sneaky pirates and epic
sieges that shaped this fortified city. 

Go rogue in Rhodes: the rest of the day is yours to play at your own pace. Wander
through twisting alleys, pop into tiny cafés in Platia Ippokratous for a sweet Greek treat
or track down hidden mosaics and murals in the Jewish Quarter. Want to make the
most of your first night in Rhodes? Clamber up the city walls or the Acropolis of Rhodes
for rooftop-to-sea views, then treat yourself to a seaside dinner – or something sweet
– while the sky puts on its evening show. 
Your Inclusions

  

Accommodation

Manousos City Hotel (or
similar) 

Activities

Walking tour of Rhodes
with Trip Leader 

+

Meals

Breakfast+
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Day 4 | Rhodes
Roaming in Rhodes. 

Rhodes your way: spend your free day wandering the cobbled streets of the Medieval
Old Town, browsing quirky shops and galleries or hunting for hidden street art in the
winding alleys. Alternatively, kick back at Elli Beach and let the Aegean sun do its thing. 

Snack, sip, explore: hunt out a local trattoria and tuck into tasty local dishes like crispy
pitaroudia (chickpea fritters), fresh grilled octopus or sweet melekouni (a traditional
Rhodian sweet, made with honey, sesame seeds, almonds and spices). Next up:
choose your own adventure – you can opt to whip up your own Greek feast in a
cooking class, sip local wines like a pro or escape to Lindos with its iconic white houses
and clifftop views. 
Your Inclusions

 

Accommodation

Manousos City Hotel (or
similar)

Meals

Breakfast+

Your options

Traditional Greek cooking class: prices available locally•
Local Greek wine tasting: prices available locally•
Full-day excursion to Lindos Village: prices available locally •

Small group trips packed with more



Day 5 | Rhodes – Fethiye (Turkey)
First taste of Turkey. 

From island to coast: hop on the ferry from Rhodes and watch tiny islands drift by, keep
an eye out for dolphins and feel the buzz build as the Turkish coast slides into view.
After dropping your bags, wander Fethiye’s streets with your Trip Leader, weaving
through spice-scented bazaars, colourful textiles and quirky little shops. Snap shots of
the Lycian rock tombs perched above town, then hunt out a local spot for dinner where
you can tuck into traditional Turkish fare like sizzling kebabs, fresh meze and a sweet
baklava to finish things off. Bonus points if you find a rooftop with a view of the harbour
while you eat. 
Your Inclusions

  

Accommodation

Ata Park Hotel (or
similar) 

Activities

Walking tour of Fethiye
with Trip Leader

+

Meals

Breakfast+

Day 6 | Fethiye
Fethiye dreams and sun-soaked scenes. 

Sun, sea and secret coves: Hop aboard and let the turquoise waters work their magic.
Drift past Oludeniz, Butterfly Valley and St. Nicholas Island, cannonball into crystal-
clear bays, snorkel among colourful fish or just flop on deck and soak up the sun. Feast
on a freshly prepared lunch with the sea as your side dish, then continue chasing
hidden coves and secret beaches before sailing back to Fethiye in the early evening,
salty, sandy and ready for tomorrow’s adventure. 
Your Inclusions

  

Accommodation

Ata Park Hotel (or similar)

Activities

Boat trip with freshly
prepared lunch on
deck

+

Meals

Breakfast+
Lunch+
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Day 7 | Fethiye
Claim your corner of Fethiye. 

Canyons and city corners: kick things off with a walk through the dramatic Saklikent
Gorge, splashing through shallow streams and marvelling at towering cliffs that feel
like something straight out of a film. 

Later, your way: the afternoon is yours to do as you please. Wander the marina and
snap pics of colorful fishing boats, hunt for quirky souvenirs at the local market, or grab
a Turkish coffee and people-watch at a waterfront café. Feeling adventurous? Climb
up to the Lycian Tombs for epic views over town. Wrap it up with a leisurely stroll along
the promenade as cafés spill onto the streets and the seaside buzz takes over.  
Your Inclusions

  

Accommodation

Ata Park Hotel (or similar)

Activities

Visit Saklikent National
Park

+

Meals

Breakfast+
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Day 8 | Fethiye – Pamukkale – Kusadasi
Say hoşçakal to travertine terraces and merhaba to turquoise coasts. 

White wonders and ancient echoes: Hit the road to Pamukkale, the “Cotton Castle,”
where terraces tumble like frozen waterfalls and thermal pools beg for a daring toe-
dip. Snap some pics, wander the sparkling slopes and soak up the surreal, otherworldly
landscape. 

Ruins, roads and seaside beginnings: step into Hierapolis and wander crumbling
theatres, colonnaded streets and sacred pools while imagining imagining toga-clad
Romans arguing over who gets the best spot at the baths. Then roll on to Kusadasi,
where colourful bazaars, lively cafés and a sunset-lit promenade set the stage for your
first night on the Aegean coast. 
Your Inclusions

  

Accommodation

The Palm Hotel (or
similar) 

Activities

Visit Pamukkale+
Visit Hierapolis +

Meals

Breakfast+
Dinner+
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Day 9 | Kusadasi
From sunbathing to stone columns. 

Chill or chase history: spend your free day in Kusadasi lounging by the beach or pool
or dive into the past with a day trip to the ancient city of Ephesus. Wander the marble
streets, marvel at the Library of Celsus, climb the Great Theatre and peek into the
Temple of Hadrian – it’s a history lesson served in style. 

Later, your way: wander the waterfront promenade as the sun sinks into the Aegean,
then hunt down a seaside bar for a cocktail, local wine or strong Turkish coffee. Treat
yourself to fresh seafood, pide (Turkish flatbread pizza that’s as good as it sounds) or g
özleme – thin pastry stuffed with spinach, cheese or minced meat – and, if you’re
feeling curious, explore a night market for quirky souvenirs and handmade treasures.  
Your Inclusions

 

Accommodation

The Palm Hotel (or
similar)

Meals

Breakfast+

Your options

Visit the ruins of Ephesus: prices available locally•

Small group trips packed with more



Day 10 | Kusadasi – Canakkale
Ancient wonders along the Aegean coast. 

Ruins, roads and legendary stories: after breakfast, hit the road north from Kusadasi to
Pergamon, once a heavyweight of the ancient world. Wander the Acropolis and marvel
at the Trajan Temple, tackle the world’s steepest theatre (warning: it’s a leg workout)
and get that all important photo by the mighty Altar of Zeus.  

On the move: refuel with lunch at a local spot before continuing along the scenic
Aegean coast. Roll into Canakkale for the evening, check into your hotel and bask in
the memories of a day packed with myths, marble and a few rather sore legs. 
Your Inclusions

  

Accommodation

ANZAC Hotel (or similar)

Activities

Visit the ruins of
Pergamon and Troy

+

Meals

Breakfast+

Day 11 | Canakkale – Istanbul
From Gallipoli to the glitter of Istanbul. 

Stories etched in stone: after breakfast, cross the Dardanelles Strait to the Gallipoli
Peninsula for a full-day tour of the ANZAC battlefields. Walk through ANZAC Cove, Lone
Pine Cemetery, Chunuk Bair and other key memorials, hearing the stories of those who
fought here and pause to reflect at monuments overlooking the Aegean. 

On the road: after lunch at a local restaurant, continue the drive back to Istanbul. Arrive
in the evening, with Ankara’s café terraces buzzing and city lights guiding you in for
your first night in Turkey’s capital. 
Your Inclusions

  

Accommodation

Antik Hotel (or similar)

Activities

Visit ANZAC Cove+

Meals

Breakfast+
Lunch+
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Day 12 | Istanbul
History, Istanbul-style. 

Sultans and skylines: after breakfast, lace up for a full-day wander through Istanbul’s
Old City. Step into Topkapi Palace and explore the lavish home of Ottoman sultans,
peek at dazzling treasures and – if you’re curious – sneak a look at the harem where
palace secrets once simmered. 

Minarets and mosaics: after an included lunch at one of our favourite local spots, head
to the iconic Blue Mosque and take in the skyline that’s graced a thousand postcards.
Stroll the Hippodrome, once a hotspot for chariot races and crowd drama, then wind
down with a wander through Sultanahmet Square. Still got energy? Opt for a trip
underground to the Basilica Cistern, where hundreds of ancient columns rise
dramatically from shimmering waters – moody, mysterious and seriously photogenic. 
Your Inclusions

  

Accommodation

Antik Hotel (or similar)

Activities

Walking tour of
Istanbul with Trip
Leader

+

Guided tour of the Blue
Mosque 

+

Meals

Breakfast+
Lunch+

Your options

Visit the Basilica Cistern: prices available locally•
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Day 13 | Istanbul – Overnight Train
Souks, spices and the sound of the tracks. 

Markets and munchies: after breakfast, join your guide for a stroll through Istanbul’s
shopping heart. Lose yourself in the maze of the Grand Bazaar – 4,000 stalls of carpets,
ceramics, jewellery, leather and enough spices to keep you entertained for hours. Then
it’s on to the Spice Bazaar, where colourful mountains of herbs, teas and Turkish delight
tempt at every turn – and there’ll be a few sweet treats to snack on as you go. 

From stalls to sleeper cars: tuck into lunch at a traditional spot, then wander the
surrounding streets, soaking up the chatter, scents and centuries-old architecture. By
evening, it’s time to grab some train snacks and board your overnight ride – settle into
your cabin, watch the city lights fade and let tomorrow’s adventure roll closer with
every click of the tracks. 
Your Inclusions

  

Accommodation

Overnight Train

Activities

Guided tour of Grand
Bazaar and Spice
Bazaar

+

Meals

Breakfast+

Day 14 | Overnight Train – Sofia (Bulgaria)
Golden domes, ancient stones and your first Bulgarian stroll. 

Next stop, Sofia: ride the rails into Bulgaria’s capital, stash your bags and set off to
stretch your legs in style. 

City strolls: join your Trip Leader for a walking tour of Sofia’s highlights – there’ll be the
golden-domed Alexander Nevsky Cathedral, Roman ruins, buzzing boulevards and
plenty of street-side cafés to mark the start of your Bulgarian adventure. 
Your Inclusions

 

Activities

Walking tour of Sofia
with Trip Leader

+

Meals

Dinner+
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Day 15 | Sofia
Basilicas, boulevards and banitsas: Sofia’s got it all. 

Sofia served up: wander Vitosha Boulevard for a dose of city life, duck into the
Women’s Market for local colour or kick back in leafy Borisova Gradina Park. Hungry?
Tuck into flaky banitsa pastries, crisp shopska salad piled high with sirene cheese and
grilled stews that tastes like pure comfort on a plate. 
Your Inclusions

Meals

Breakfast+

Day 16 | Sofia – Thessanoliki (Greece)
Soak up the streets. 

City strolls: after arriving in Thessaloniki, drop your bags before hitting the streets with
your Trip Leader. Wander through the city’s lively waterfront, peek at Byzantine walls,
and explore bustling squares lined with cafés, markets and street art. Snap photos of
iconic landmarks like the White Tower and Arch of Galerius while your Trip Leader
shares stories that bring the city’s rich history to life. After the tour wraps up, you might
hunt down a bougatsa pastry (a traditional Greek custard pie), sink your teeth into a
gyro or souvlaki, or get your hands on a trigona panoramatos – crispy, cream-filled
triangles. 
Your Inclusions

  

Accommodation

Capsis Hotel Thessaloniki
(or similar) 

Activities

Walking tour of
Thessaloniki with Trip
Leader

+

Meals

Breakfast+
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Day 17 | Thessanoliki
Greek bites and Byzantine streets – your Thessaloniki, your pace. 

Thessaloniki, your way: spend the day wandering the city’s highlights, or stroll along
the seafront promenade, peek over the Byzantine Walls and get lost in the colourful
Modiano and Kapani markets. 

Taste it all: optional adventures are on the cards too – join a food tour and enjoy some
local eats –perfect fuel for more exploring. Or take to the streets on two wheels with a
fun biking tour.  
Your Inclusions

 

Accommodation

Capsis Hotel Thessaloniki
(or similar)

Meals

Breakfast+

Your options

Food tour with traditional tastings: prices available locally •
Bike tour of Thessaloniki: prices available locally •

Day 18 | Thessanoliki – Meteora
Cliffs, monasteries and one final Greek feast. 

Tracks to towering monasteries: after leaving Thessaloniki, watch the Greek
countryside roll by as you make your way to Meteora, home to the famous clifftop
monasteries. 

Evening to remember: after checking in, take a moment to marvel at the dramatic rock
formations before gathering for a farewell dinner. Celebrate with local flavours, and
swap stories of step-count victories, Turkish-coffee marathons and the moments that
made this trip uniquely yours. 
Your Inclusions

 

Accommodation

Famissi Hotel (or similar) 

Meals

Breakfast+
Dinner+
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Day 19 | Meteora – Delphi – Athens
Ruins, rituals and a touch of something sweet. 

Hit the road: today it’s onwards to Delphi, where you’ll be wandering among the
ancient ruins, from the Temple of Apollo to the sacred theatre, imagining what it might
have been like to consult the famous oracle. 

Sweet stop and scenic drive: continue to Itea for a taste of local honey, then soak in the
coastal views as you head back to Athens. Pick up a final keepsake or local treat and
enjoy the ride home – a perfect finale to your Aegean odyssey. 
Your Inclusions

 

Activities

Guided tour of the
ruins of Delphi

+

Honey tasting in Itea +

Meals

Breakfast+
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Travel advice
Finances

Changing money

Cash: Foreign money can be changed at
banks, airports, some railway and tube
stations, and at major hotels (though at a less
favourable rate).

Credit cards: Visa and MasterCard are widely
accepted. American Express is only accepted
in some larger establishments.

Cash machines: ATMS are widely available.

Tipping

Basically: it’s not
necessary. 

Your Trip Leader don’t
expect tips, and they
won’t ask for any either.
Meaning? More dollar to
spend on optional
activities (and a souvenir
for your nan).

Topdeck app
Locked in your next adventure? It's time to download the Topdeck Travel app and get
REAL excited! It’s like that organised mate who keeps everything in check, leaving you
to enjoy allll the vibes completely hassle-free. Think: a fun trip countdown clock and
full access to Your Topdeck Experience (including Local Lowdown Maps featuring
awesome local recs for specific cities). Plus, your day-by-day itinerary at your
fingertips. Nice!

 

Topdeck eSIM
Stay connected on the road and save $$$ on roaming fees with a Topdeck eSIM — your
travel bestie for instant data wherever the adventure takes you. You can snag yours in
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https://apps.apple.com/app/topdeck-travel/id6481239924
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.mobitronica.topdeck_app


just a few clicks via this site and be all set before take-off.

If you’d rather rely on Wi-Fi, no stress! Most of the places we stay offer it for free (except
in the middle of the Sahara Desert or while sailing on a felucca down the Nile… obvs).
And when you’re out exploring, heaps of restaurants and cafés will happily hook you up
with Wi-Fi when you grab a bite or a drink.

Insurance
Before your trip departs, it’s compulsory for all passengers to take out comprehensive
travel insurance covering cancellation, medical expenses (including repatriation), loss
or damage to baggage and personal belongings, money and personal liability.  

Head to our FAQs for more info here.

Got more Qs? Chat with our Customer Service team.

Passports and visas
Please make sure your passport is valid for at least six months after the last day of your
trip. Some countries will refuse entry if you do not have at least six months validity
remaining on your passport after your departure date. Depending on your nationality,
you may require a visa to enter certain countries.

It is your responsibility to obtain visas prior to your trip’s departure. To determine which
visas you’ll need, you can consult either your own government’s website or the
government websites of the countries in which you will be travelling.

PLEASE NOTE: some visas can take up to six weeks to acquire, so don’t leave it until the
last minute. Also, bear in mind that the validity of a visa often runs from its date of
issue rather than the date of entry into the country. Please check with the appropriate
embassy/embassies prior to departure, as requirements do change periodically.
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Mental health and wellbeing
Culture shock, homesickness, random periods of feeling down – these things happen
and are totally normal. You can rest assured that if you’re feeling low, your Topdeck
crew will do their utmost to cheer you up.

Measures you can take to look after your mental health and wellbeing while on the
road with us are:

Call home. Sometimes it’s nice to hear a familiar voice and have a good old-
fashioned catch up with your loved ones

•

Eat well. Never underestimate the power of a good, wholesome meal. Nobody feels
at their best when they’re hungry!

•

Drink responsibly. Not only will you swerve the dreaded hangover, but by keeping an
eye on what you drink you could also avoid getting into any potentially
uncomfortable situations

•

Talk to your Trip Leader. Don’t forget, they’re probably far from home too – so they’re
sure to know some tried- and-tested ways to beat the blues

•

Integrate with your fellow Topdeckers. This one is key! The more fun you’re having on
your trip, the less likely you are to feel homesick (fact!)

•

Night out
We love a good night out – experiencing the nightlife and entertainment places have
to offer is a big part of travelling. But alongside the fun it’s important to be aware of
your surroundings and personal safety.

When you’re out late, remember to avoid walking alone – particularly through
deserted areas like beaches and back streets. Always stick together, take a registered
taxi where possible, and keep a note of your accommodation so you can find your way
back to your fellow Topdeckers if you become separated. Make sure you have your trip
mates’ mobile numbers in case you need to get hold of them while out and about.
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In some countries, alcoholic measures can be considerably larger than what you may
be used to. Try to keep track of what you’re drinking – and if you see one of your trip
mates looking a little worse for wear, take them back to your accommodation. Never
leave your drink unattended.

It’s also important to be aware that what you might consider harmless flirting may be
interpreted differently in some countries. Be yourself and have fun, but stay savvy –
you don’t want to find yourself in an uncomfortable situation.

Drug use
Topdeck has a strict zero-tolerance drug policy. Customers should not bring any illegal
substances onto the Topdeck coach or into any of the accommodation we stay in on
our trips. This includes marijuana – even if it is legal in some of the states your trip
passes through. If you are found in possession of drugs, you will be removed from the
trip immediately. All instances of drug possession will be reported to Topdeck Head
Office, who may consider alerting the relevant authorities.

REMEMBER: if you are found in possession of drugs, you risk getting in trouble with the
local police.

Respecting fellow travellers
Our trips are for everyone. We’re a family – and we want every Topdecker to have an
incredible time.

What we’re not about is excluding people or making them feel like they don’t belong.
That’s why we always encourage Topdeckers to be kind and courteous to their fellow
tripmates. The golden rules? Respect each other’s space, be mindful of causing
excessive noise in shared accommodation, and treat others how you’d wish to be
treated. Easy! 

 

How to be a responsible traveller 
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Responsible travel isn’t difficult to achieve. With a little conscious thought and
preparation, you can have an awesome adventure  AND a positive impact on the
places you visit. Sweet!

Here are five things you can do to ensure you’re travelling responsibly: 
Conserve water. You know the drill – reuse your room  towels, take short showers and
remember to turn off the tap when you’re brushing your teeth

•

Reduce your waste. Ditch the plastic bag, refuse unnecessary packaging, dispose of
your waste responsibly and recycle as much as possible

•

Go local. Hunt down locally owned and operated restaurants and bars, shop in local
markets, and book tours and activities run by local guides

•

Consider the wildlife. Avoid any attractions that involve closely engaging with wild
animals

•

Respect local people and culture. Obeying local laws is a given – but also remember
to dress and behave in a manner appropriate to the community. Be polite and keep
an open mind!

•
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What to Pack
Based on our experience, these items are key. Everyone’s different though – so if you
want to bring more or less, go for it (as long as you don’t exceed your 20kg allowance,
that is!).

Off to Japan? Your luggage must be no bigger than 160cm in total (height x width x
length). So maybe leave the hairdryer at home.

Psst: this is a packing list for Topdeck trips in general. Obv you’d look silly splashing
around the Greek islands in a snowsuit.

Clothing
Shirts/T-shirts Sweaters/jumpers Jeans/trousers

Shorts/skirts Warm jacket Rainproof jacket

Underwear Socks Swimwear

Smart casual evening
wear

Comfortable walking
shoes

Thongs/jandals/flip-
flops

Other essentials
Towel Toiletries Hat

Sunscreen Adaptor plug Reusable water bottle

Snow gear Basic medical kit
(plasters, aspirin etc)
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That's everything!
 We can't wait to smush your face. Well, we won't do that exactly, but the sentiment is

there.
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